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Slow start to all things whippet 
this Spring, but the NCWFA 
Gang got out & won where they 
could!

Good job Yoshi [Che Rivera & Audrey 
“Whippet Girl” Boyer] on getting his 
second major & and Owner-Handler Group 1 
at our first NorCal shows this year!  New 
Team of Yoshi & Audrey picked up a Reserve 
Best Junior! Daddy Doggie Disco was proud 
of his son Yoshi, and also his daughters 
Diamond, Ella & Gemma, who were awarded 
six majors between them. Gemma New CH!

Congrats to Libby deMille, whose “Skate”, 
that she bred & co-owns, won both his 
majors at the Anderson shows in March. You 
may recall that Skate won Best Puppy at our 
CWA National Match in 2019.

Whistler [Kellee Livingston] is passing 
out cigars & busting his buttons with 
pride, as he is the daddy of the world-
famous GChP Pinnacle Kentucky 
Bourbon’s five little bundles of joy, 
whelped on 3/20.

Erynn Lucas welcomed new friend 
“Cuvee” from KY in March. Cuvee is a 
Beckham X Hattie pup & he will be doing 
all the things with Erynn.

She’s not a whippet, but an honorary 
one! Nyx, who is a Rottweiler, [Denise 
Sisneroz] completed her Championship 
in Anderson!

If you have news for Rover, let me know 
by emailing the scoop to 
milescross@gmail.com.
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The following five members have not yet renewed their 
NCWFA membership for 2021:

►Diane Barr [Associate Member - $15.00]
►Erin Campbell [Active Member - $20.00]
►Bethi Carver [Associate Member - $15.00]
►Nancy Gutierrez [Associate Member - $15.00]
►Kisa Reinke [Associate Member - $15.00]

You can remit your dues via check [made payable to NCWFA, 
send to: Guin Borstel, 4745 25 th St, San Francisco, CA 94114]

Or on our website at:

 Www.ncwfa.com
[scroll to the bottom of the page for the PayPal boxes]

http://Www.ncwfa.com/


r
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Rick [5/23/1943 – 3/09/2021]

Rick was born in San Francisco and attended St. Brendan’s elementary school & Lycee Francais, followed 
by City College SF, where he majored in Dental Technology. Upon graduation, Rick was drafted into the 
US Army, where he served as a dental medic, attending officers and their families. He was in the Army 
Reserves in the Presidio for five years.

Rick owned a dental lab in San Francisco for many years. His involvement with whippets began when 
Debby, his wife, purchased Tanner from Kristy Kenyon. Tanner was followed by Derby, Baillie & Pandora, 
who was Tanner’s daughter. As he used to say, “he went to the dogs & they took over”. Rick was not 
particularly interested in the dog show world [that was Debby’s domain], but he loved racing and coursing. 
Rick was the only person who could box or release Tanner, nicknamed “the Marlin” for his unique style of 
avoiding actually going in the racing box. Rick was often bloodied and bruised by the thrashing whippet. 
Jean Balint once gave him a special award for “Most Appreciated” at one race meet acknowledging his 
superhuman efforts with Tanner.

In retirement Rick continued to work as a dental ceramist in Novato, focusing on crown and bridge work. 
While Rick didn’t care all that much for dog shows, no one worked harder on set up and take down of the 
Specialty show than he. He also had the distinction of being one of Jean’s ‘dog show husband’s’, along 
with the ‘other Rick [Ragan]’.  His whippets were his pride and joy. Rick Knutson will be greatly missed.



Save the Date[s]! The NCWFA Specialty Show & Sweepstakes is 
returning on Saturday, October 23rd! This year, we will be holding an 
independent specialty show celebration at Solano Community 
College followed by a whippets-only AKC Lure Trial at the same 
location the next day, Sunday October 24th.

Please bear with your Show & Coursing Committees as this is a 
developing process & at this time we do not know what October will 
look like, COVID-restrictions wise. We may not be able to hold our 
world famous gourmet potluck lunch, and we may all be wearing 
masks and staying six-feet away from those not in our household, but 
we will all be together once again, celebrating our Silver Anniversary 
show, enjoying our beloved hounds, & having a grand “whippet-
centric” time!

More info to follow in the coming months...
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NCWFA Rescue has been alive and well & busy 
during the pandemic. COVID & COVID-restrictions 
have presented some unique challenges for us, but 
we have successfully done some ‘thinking outside 
the box’ and placed six whippets in new forever 
homes since March 2020. 
Starting with the lock down in mid-March 2020, 
rescue applications went through the roof. We have 
processed over 75 applications between then and 
today, which is about a 125% increase over the 
norm for previous years. Many of these 
applications have been of the sort we have seen 
coming in as breeders over the last year, people 
bored at home, looking for a ‘pandemic rescue’, 
who are not really suitable whippet homes, but 
there have been quite a few that are quality, 
whippet-experienced homes, who we would be 
thrilled to place a rescue with. 

Rescues 1 & 2 – Lily & Violette

In early April 2020 I got an email from a woman in 
Sacramento with some sad news. Her sister, who 
she had brought out from Pennsylvania for hospice 
care, had passed from cancer & could we place her 
beloved whippets? Leslie had been a sighthound 
fancier and borzoi breeder, and when she moved 
west, she brought along her last two hounds, 
eleven-year-old whippets, Lily & Violette. The girls, 
who are not sisters, but were born just days apart, 
were both from top performance breeders in the 
East. 

Both breeders would have been happy to have the 
girls back, but we were in the middle of lock-down 
& there was not much in the way of possibilities for 
transport back east, so it was decided that NCWFA 
Rescue try and place the girls together out here.  
Hmm, this was going to be a challenge; placing two 
seniors together. 

Well, the challenge turned out to be non-existent. 
In perusing one of the Facebook whippet 
placement groups, I saw a post from a woman in 
the Sierra foothills, a long time whippet owner who 
was specifically seeking a senior or two to love. A 
PM was sent & Les and Rodney Carew-Jones 
were put in touch with Leslie’s sister, and a 
masked and distanced meet-and-greet was 
arranged. I got to do my first virtual home check 
and the girls went to live on a beautiful hilltop 
ranchette with Les & Rod.

Lily and Violette took almost no time to settle in to 
their new lives. Both had to have pretty extensive 
dentals, as their mouths had been neglected 
during their prior owner’s illness & these were 
funded by the NCWFA. Lily had the challenge of 
having a mast cell tumor removed in the Fall, but 
is doing well now. These Sassy Seniors are loving 
life!

Rescue #3 – Patrick

In the Fall of 2020 we assisted in making a match 
between Patrick, a mature red and white male 
whippet owned by club member Donna O’Toole & 
Lynn Goldstein, long time San Francisco whippet 
fancier, who used to have one of my Arnold x Amie 
pups. Patrick had a conflict with one of Donna’s 
other whippets and after a particularly severe fight 
it was decided it was best for him to be in a home 
where he was the only male.  

Lynn had written to me upon the passing of her 
whippet Banjo [from Andrea Meyer] looking for 
another male to live with her and Tori Whippet, 
who was taking Banjo’s death especially hard.  
Patrick is now living in a luxury Pacific Heights 
highrise, and is king of the castle, enjoying daily 
promenades along Fillmore St and to Alta Plaza 
Park, where his red-headed handsomeness is 
often admired by the ladies who walk there daily.
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Rescues 4, 5 & 6 – The Fawn Guys

After 2020s fairly slow pace, 2021 began with a 
flurry. Back in 2019, I had been alerted to a possible 
future issue up in Lake County. A livestock breeder, 
let’s call her Mary Jane, who was a prior whippet 
owner, had managed to purchase some well bred 
whippets by relying on her past reputation as an 
active show person, eliding over the unauthorized 
breedings she did, and how several of the whippets 
she owned back in the early nineties had to be 
repossessed in very bad condition by their 
respective breeders. By 2016 this person had 
already had an ‘accidental’ litter, which the breeder 
of the sire helped to place. I knew that another 
‘accident’ had occurred in early 2019 & we should 
be prepared in case we needed to step in and place 
the puppies.

There was a bit of low level agita percolating over 
the course of 2019 and 2020, as Mary Jane seemed 
uninterested in placing any of the five puppies and 
was just running them on all together on the farm. 
We were very lucky that she took on a property 
mate who ascertained that this was not a good 
situation brewing and took it upon herself to 
convince Mary Jane to place at least the male pups, 
trained them a bit, and got them neutered at her 
own expense. The property mate, Julie, was 
scheduled for knee surgery & a move south for 
recovery in mid-February, so the three whippets 
boys needed to be placed.

 

two from NCWFA, Mickey & Penny. Finn lives with 
Charlie and Jennifer Robert in Saratoga, and is 
training them in the ways of whippets, they having 
been past IG owners. Eddie is living in San Jose 
with the Weiderin’s, former Afghan fanciers, and 
owners of a sweet whippet from Kim White who 
recently passed, and of Sophie, a senior from Erin 
Campbell, who has warmed to Ed considerably 
since their introduction, where she was the 
proverbial ‘ice queen’.

Rescue Bonus – Brewster

Brewster was placed before the start of the 
Pandemic, in January 2020, but his story is 
interesting, & most of you have not heard it before, 
so we wanted to share it with you.

Back near the end of 2019, a “whippet for sale – 
cheap” ad appeared on Oroville’s Craigslist. This 
was concerning, of course, and I reached out to the 
poster, with no response. I then sent out a 
message to our Adopter’s e-Group, letting them 
know about the dog & to try their hand at 
contacting the poster, as they may have better luck 
than I. One of our potential adopters connected 
with the poster and after a series of very sketchy 
interactions [she was convinced that the poster 
was some sort of felon & therefore was keeping a 
very low profile] Francesca met her in a park and 
picked up Brewster, a very skinny, very shy fawn 
male whippet, about three years old.

Unfortunately, Francesca was unable to keep 
Brewster, who was a very nice dog, because she 
had a teeny Chi with a spinal condition that Baby 
Huey kept trying to play with and roll. Enter Lynne 
Park, an Irish Wolfhound fancier, who was looking 
for a second dog to keep IW Pearl company. A 
home check was done by Todd & a match was 
made.  Baby Huey 
Brewster is in no 
danger of smashing 
Big Pearl & they get 
on like peas and
Carrots! - Guin Borstel, 
NCWFA Rescue 
Team Coordinator

Thanks to Andrea Meyer for the use of her home 
as a ‘landing spot’ for the Trio, so they could be 
distributed to their foster/forever homes. Tres 
Fawnies, now known as Odi, Finn & Eddie, are 
happy in their new homes. Odi lives with Ron 
Bogdanoff and Bettina Hughes, who are happy 
adopters of five past Rescue whippets, including
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NCWFA Breeder Listing 
Available pups/adults as of 04/04/2021 For most current info, 
please check http: //ncwfa.com/breeders-listing 
(If you have a puppy or adult to place, or if you want your 
information listed as a contact, you MUST contact Guin, the 
webmistress, in order to have your listing activated at 
ncwfainfo@gmail.com or 415-260-4916 Your listing will appear 
on the Website & in SPEED until you contact Guin to change 
it.) 

Recommended Veterinarians 

Breeder Pups? Adults? Breed 
Info?

Guin Borstel
Milescross 
Whippets
milescross@gmail.com

NO NO YES

Cheryl Boyer
Avita Whippets

ccboyer@gmail.com

NO NO YES

Brad Briscoe 
& Denise 
Stokowski
Lakota 
Whippets
510-326-2305
briscoebrad@msn.com

NO NO YES

Erin Campbell
Kimera 
Whippets
408-394-7891
erin@houndtogs.com

NO NO YES

Erynn Lucas
Von Luka
vonluka2@gmail.com

NO NO YES

Charlotte 
Fielder
Crestfield
charlottefielder@me.com

NO NO YES

Libby deMille
Taliesin 
Whippets
taliesinwhippets@aol.com

NO NO YES

Andrea Meyer
Rivermyst 
Whippets
alynnmyr@gmail.com

NO NO YES

Vet Address Contact 
Info

Specialty Endorser

Dr. 
Sherry 
L. Appel 
JD, 
DVM, 
DVsC, 
CCRT

Silicon 
Valley 
Veterinary 
Specialist
s
7160 
Santa 
Teresa 
Blvd.
San Jose, 
CA 95139

408-
827-
1803

Ortho-
pedic 
Surgery

Marr-
ianne Lu

Dr. 
Joshua 
Stern 
DVM, 
DACVIM

UC Davis 
Teaching 
Hospital
Assistant 
Professor 
Medicine & 
Epidemiolo
gy
CCAH 
Room 258, 
Davis, CA 
95616

530 752 
2475; 
jstern@
ucdavis.
edu

Cardio-
logy

Guin 
Borstel 
& Kellee 
Living-
ston

Dr. 
Craig 
Brown 
DVM

Look Ahead 
Veterinary 
Clinic
1451 Clark 
Road
Oroville, 
CA. 95965

530-
534-
0722

General 
Practice

Libby 
deMille

Dr. 
Eleanor 
Dunn 
DVM

Grand Lake 
Veterinary 
Hospital
3331 Grand 
Ave.
Oakland, 
CA 94601

510-
350-
8538

General 
Holistic 
Practice 

Susan 
Moore

Dr. 
Nancy 
Ramsey 
DVM

Winters, 
CA

530-
795-
5243

House 
Calls

Sarah 
Herrick

Dr. 
Richard 
Keinle 
DVM, 
DACVM

Mission 
Valley 
Veterinary 
Cardiology
1810 
Wayland 
Lane
Gilroy, CA. 
95020

408-
842-
6080

Cardio-
logy

Brad 
Briscoe

Dr. 
William 
St.Law-
rence 
DVM

Village 
Square 
Veterinary 
Hospital
884 Portola 
Rd.
Portola 
Valley, CA 
94028

650-
851-
3244

General 
Practice

Guin 
Borstel

Dr. Lori 
Siemens 
DVM, 
DACVIM

PO Box 1898
Diamond 
Springs, CA. 
95619

www.healing
hearts.net Cardio-

logy
Delia 
Zarges & 
Andrea 
Meyer
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Let’s talk about Racing!

We have a practice scheduled at Solano 
College for Saturday, 4/24. If you would 
like to join us & have not yet contacted 
Jean to let her know who you will be 
bringing, please drop her a line at 
jean_vince@att.net. Last we heard, there 
were already fifty whippets signed-up to 
play! 

Don’t forget that we are required by SCC 
to observe strict social distancing and 
masking requirements in order to hold this 
practice, and if these rules are not 
followed we could lose the use of this 
venue forever! Rules will be emailed to all 
with the race schedule in the days before 
the practice. Thank you for following the 
rules & allowing us to continue to use 
SCC for our events.

Our 2021 race meets are scheduled for 
the following dates:

►June 5-6

►September 25-26

Can’t wait to get back on the track!

The Whippet Race
By Doreen Paulson

Electric air breathed in and out
As racers are made ready
A muzzle slipped upon each snout
The atmosphere is heady.

Such hounds to hold that yank so bold
As down the field they pace
Most eager creatures to behold
Swift and sleek with grace.

They’re lined up now and loaded away
In boxes one by one
All gazes lock on lusted prey
As they prepare to run.

The doors sling up just as they see
The lure jump forward fast and flee
And lunging, digging, dodging away
They break outside amongst the fray.

They stretch and flex and find their stride
Faster and faster still
As sure and hale as rushing tide
A war of speed and will.

The nimblest feet have pulled ahead
The finish drawing near
No slow, all go until the end
No sign of weak or fear.

Who crossed the line the first this time?
But none do stop to see
The end went by but fleet they fly
Past those that do decree.

The prey stops dead, but oh those paws
Can’t halt so quick as this
They stumble round with roiling claws
Once perfect gaits amiss.

The hunters pounce upon their prize
They dicker, growl and glare
Get hold right quick before a nip
They’re pulled away elsewhere.

Good dog, they say, to one and all
No matter where they placed
But the winner’s human bears the biggest
Smile upon her face.
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The light at the 
end of the 
tunnel is 

approaching!

Good times, 
shows, racing & 
lure coursing are 

coming!

See inside for 
exciting news!
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