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NCWFA OFFICERS /BOD/Committee Heads 2017 

President Debby Knutson                            415-497-0061 

                                      deborah_knutson@msn.com 

VP Mary Jean Odron                                 209-931-4682 

                                                        majeod@aol.com 

Treasurer Delia Zarges                                        916-531-5045 

                                                  dtzarges@gmail.com 

Secretary Guin Borstel                             415-826-8853 

                        milescross@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS 

Brad Briscoe                                                briscoebrad@msn.com 

Jen Haas                 jenhaas@comcast.net 

Marrianne Lu                                          marrianne_lu@yahoo.com 

Ed Odron                                                        eodron@aol.com 

Kim Robinson                                             prekdirectorkim@aol.com 

COMMITTEES 

Coursing        Jen Haas                jenhaas@comcast.net 

Show       Mary Jean Odron                209-931-4682

                         majeod@aol.com 

Membership        Guin Borstel                             415-826-8853      

                milescross@gmail.com 

Racing        Jean Balint                          707-425-3314

                                                     jean_vince@att.net 

                                        Bonnie Moore           bonnie.moore@gmail.com 

Rescue Team            Guin Borstel                                 415-826-8853  

                               norcalwhippetrescue@gmail.com 

With assistance from Kim Robinson, Kellee Livingston, Andrea Meyer 

and many other NCWFA members.                                            

SPEED         Guin Borstel               milescross@gmail.com 

Trophies         Mary Jean Odron               209-931-4682   

                                                        majeod@aol.com 

Website         Guin Borstel                      415-826-8853               

                 ncwfainfo@gmail.com 

Whippetbilia            Marrianne Lu                             510-813-0409         

                                         marrianne_lu@yahoo.com     

SPEED is published 4 times yearly to acquaint its readers with NCWFA 

activities and coming events. All items of general interest, whether 

informational,  fictional, or educational, will be included. The Editor 

reserves the right to withhold material that is not in the best interest of 

the NCWFA. All submissions to SPEED must be signed. For publication 

dates contact Editor. Also, please contact the Editor to share information 

and ideas for inclusion in SPEED. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO  NCWFA. 

 

RATES FOR SUBSCRIPTION AND ADVERTISING 

One Year Subscription     $15.00          Cover Ad   $50.00 

FullïPage Ad                $35.00           1/4 page Display Ad       $25.00             
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NEXT MEETING:  

@ RACE PRACTICE ON SATURDAY 4/29! 
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It has been a great end of 2016 & a fabu-

lous start to 2017 for the NCWFA crew! 

At the final NAWRA race meet held by the NCWC, 

Miss Bennett (Jean Balint & Kellee Livingston), at 

nine years of age, finished in the Top Ten! Even more 

exciting, three of her daughters also finished in the 

Top Ten!  

 

Pretty Skye (Sharron Simmons) was awarded her fifth  

major  at Palm Springs! Skye is now a Champion! 

 

Bruce (Brad Briscoe) was awarded four points in the 

last few shows! Way to go Dark Knight! 

Disco (Che Rivera) was awarded WD for a point at 

Santa Clara & he and Audrey have become quite the 

Junior Showmanship team, win-

ning several placements at the 

last few shows. Disco was also 

RWD to a major in Vallejo! 

 

Young William (Charlotte & 

Martha Fielder) was Best Pup-

py in Show! William has a total 

of three points from the minor 

puppy class! Williamôs sister 

Fleur (Charlotte & Martha 

Fielder) got her first two points 

at the Vallejo show in March. 

Coursing success for the NCWFA gang at the Irish 

Wolfhound trials in Oakley in February. Carson 

(Erynn Lucas) was awarded his second major & pretty 

Jordan (Libby deMille) won a point for going second! 

 

 

Baby Sage (Kellee Liv-

ingston) has babies of 

her own! Sage had a 

rainbow litter of six 

puppies on March 24. 

Kelleeôs young puppy 

Whistler was BOS in 

Sweeps at the huge East-

ern Specialty Support in March in PA! 

 

Also at the Vallejo show, Finis (Ed & MJ Odron) com-

pleted the requirements for her Grand Champion title! 

Finis is as of this writing the Number one Owner-

Handler Series Whippet for 2017 so far! Woo hoo Fin-

is! 

Nigel (Jen Haas) showed that he is quite the ratter 

when he completed his RAT-N (Rat Novice) title at the 

Barn Hunt in Hollister in March!  

 

Sweet Patch (Ed & MJ Odron) recently qualified for 

his AKC ThD (Therapy 

Dog) title! Patch is in-

volved with the READ 

program at a local 

school and is an excel-

lent partner with the 

kids. They read to him 

while he naps! 

 

Rover hears a lot, 

but she canôt be 

everywhere, so send your brags & news to 

her @ milescross@gmail.com! 
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             General Membership Meeting,  

12/04/16 

Fairfield, CA 

 

 

Members Present: Jean Balint, Guin Borstel, Brad Bris-

coe, Charlotte Fielder, Martha Fielder, Jen Haas, Debby 

Knutson, Rick Knutson, Robert Lattuga, Marrianne Lu,  

Julie Nunes, Ed Odron, MJ Odron, Rick Ragan, Kim 

Robinson, Katie Sanderson.  

Guests Present:  Vince Balint, Kerry Elenitoba-Johnson, 

Fela Elenitoba,  Yenni Elenitoba, Steve Nunes. 

The meeting was called to order by President Debby 

Knutson at 2:07 PM. The minutes of the Annual Meeting 

were accepted as published in SPEED.  Jean Balint said 

a few words about long-time member Frank Herald, who 

passed away recently.   

Officer Reports: 

President's  Report: Debby continued the remembrances 

of Frank and his amazing life.   

Treasurer's Report:  Jen reported for Delia that the 

combined bank balance was over $25,000.00. The recent 

November lure trials made a profit of $701.  

Membership: Guin reminded the member's present that 

dues for 2017 were now due. 

Racing: Jean reported that thanks to NCWFA members 

and their dogs, NCWC had a very successful final NA-

WRA meet.  

Rescue: Guin reported on Penny, the very old bitch who 

we got out of the San Jose City shelter.  Thanks to Che 

Rivera for picking up Penny & to Delia and Dana for 

fostering this very sweet old gal. Penny went to her for-

ever home with Ron Bogdanoff & Bettina Hughes re-

cently and she is doing well. (note: sadly Penny passed 

away from heart failure in January.) Guin reported on a 

non-official rescue mission she and Brad accomplished 

on Halloween.  They picked up a litter of five five-month

-old puppies from Stockton and brought them to Bakers-

field on the first leg of their journey to AL to the breeder 

of the dam of the litter.  This transport prevented the 

puppies from ending up in Rescue.  Thanks to Kisa 

Reinke for all her help with the transport.    

SPEED: Guin discussed the fact that printing and mail-

ing SPEED has gone up precipitously since 2006, which 

was the last year we had to pay retail printing rates for 

the newsletter.  It cost over $600 to print and mail the 

last issue.  Because of the expense, Guin made a motion 

that SPEED become a quarterly publication, to be print-

ed in January, April, July, & October. For 2017 to start 

with April publication because we printed a December 

SPEED. Brad seconded the motion.  The motion passed.   

Whippetbilia: Marrianne reported that there is suffi-

cient inventory to hold us until the fall. She reported 

that her basket raffle made $550.  

Old Business:  The Secretary read the 2017 Officer Elec-

tion Slate and as there were no floor nominations the 

membership present voted in the slate by acclimation. 

New Business: MJ presented the 2017 NCWFA Specialty 

Sweepstakes judging candidates; Kim Grant (Tobell - 

CA), Rhonda Gifford (Regalia - AZ), Lori Paust 

(Windborn - CA), and Rosemary Sutton (Summerwind - 

CA),  and gave a brief biography on each one. Guest 

Kerry Elenitoba-Johnston was elected teller.  The mem-

bership present voted and Lori Paust came in first place, 

with Rhonda Gifford in second.  MJ will inform Lori 

that she is judging our sweeps.  Jean suggested we hold a 

race practice in late January and she and Guin will 

powwow for the exact date. The next NCWFA meeting 

will be held at the SCVKC on Saturday, February 19, 

2017. 

Award Plaques were passed out.  There was a special 

award given to Martha Fielder for her many years of 

service to the NCWFA & whippets. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM. 

Members Present: Guin Borstel, Erin Campbell,  Jen 

Haas, Angie Hagen, Justine Kay, Marrianne Lu, Erynn 

Lucas, Ed Odron, MJ Odron, Rick Ragan, Che Rivera, 

Kim Robinson. Guests Present: David Kay &  Andrea 

Zehr.  

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President MJ 

Odron at 12:46 PM. The minutes of the last meeting 

could not be accepted as they had not been published in 

SPEED.  

Officer's Reports 

President's Report: MJ read a President's Report from 

Debby, who was in AZ. Thanks to all who helped in the 

search for Goya. Many of our members helped by physi-

cally searching, contacting the vet clinics and animal 

shelter, coordinating social media bulletins, etc., and we 

all wish there had been a better outcome. 

Treasurer's Report: Delia submitted the combined bank 

balances (Wells Fargo & PayPal) of a little over 

$25,000.00 

Committee Reports: 

Racing: MJ reported in Jean's absence that there is a 

race practice scheduled for Saturday, April 29th at Sola-

no College. 

Lure Coursing: Jen is beginning work on our June 25-26 

events. She will be reserving the field this week. 

Specialty: MJ was excited to announce that we already 

know our judges for the entire weekend and it is a great 

line-up this year. Friday's Skyline DF show will be 

judged by Bill Shelton. Our Specialty with Saturday Del 

Valle DC will have Gail Boyd (Ableaim) for Breed &  

Lori Paust (Windborn) for Sweeps. Sunday's Del Valle 

whippet judge will be Magnus Hagstedt of Sweden. We 

think this slate should result in big whippet entries all 

weekend!  

SPEED: Guin is working on it! 

Rescue: Guin reported on  Divo, who is a nine-year-old 

blue brindle male who we pulled from the Sacramento 

County shelter. Thanks to Sarah Herrick, who picked 

him up from the shelter and Marrianne Lu & Robert 

Lattuga, who are fostering him.  Divo was presented to 

the membership by Marrianne, who gave her assessment 

of his temperament (great!) and his physical condition 

(not so good). He will be seeing the orthopedic vet next 

week, since it appears he has a broken rear leg. Guin 

reported that rescue received a donation from Mary 

Gwynn, Goya's owner. Guin would like to use this dona-

tion for purchase of a humane trap.  

Membership: Guin presented the Associate applicant 

Kerry Elenitoba-Johnson, who rescued Xena and now 

owns Aria, one of the SF SPCA Jaguar whippets. Kerry 

and her children have been a fixture at our events for the 

last year, and are a wonderful whippet loving family.  

The membership present accepted Kerry into member-

ship unanimously. 

Old Business: Guin purchased a canine stretcher and a 

new first aid kit and both are now living in the trailer 

and hopefully will never be needed. MJ reported that the 

NCWFA is sponsoring one day of hospitality at the up-

coming April Whippet National Specialty in Denver.  

New Business: Guin made a motion that the NCWFA to 

sponsor the trophy for a "flight" at the AKC National 

lure trial in Denver. This motion was seconded by Erynn 

Lucas, the motion passed and the NCWFA will sponsor 

an Open Flight. MJ made a motion that the NCWFA 

support the entry at the San Joaquin KC show on Sun-

day, December 3rd.  Guin seconded. The motion passed. 

Erynn Lucas asked if the club might be able to schedule 

one more CWA racing weekend in 2017. This will be 

discussed with Jean at our practice on April 29th in 

order to see if we can schedule this, perhaps in the sum-

mer. The next meeting of the NCWFA will be held on 

Sunday March 27th in Vallejo.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 PM.  

Members Present: Susan Baiata, Guin Borstel, Brad 

Briscoe, Erin Campbell, Becky Coulter, Dave Cuhna, Jen 

Haas, Charlotte Fielder, Martha Fielder, Justine Kay, 

Debby Knutson, Rick Knutson, Marrianne Lu, Erynn 

Lucas, Andrea Meyer, MJ Odron, Ed Odron, Che Rivera, 

Kim Robinson, Katie Sanderson. Guests Present: Mary 

Gywnn, Phil, David Kay, Audrey Lopez, Johnny Tran, 

Andrea Zehr.  

The meeting was called to order at 10:11 AM by                                                  

      General Membership Meeting,  

02/18/17 

San Jose, CA 

      General Membership Meeting,  

03/26/17 

Vallejo, CA 

Continued on Page 11. 



5  

NCWFA Member Puppies? Adults? Information? 

Guin Borstel 

Milescross   Whippets 

milescross@gmail.com 

NO NO YES 

Brad Briscoe & Denise 
Stokowski 

Lakota Whippets 

510.339.7427 

briscoebrad@msn.com 

NO NO YES 

Erin Campbell 

Kimera Whippets 

408.248.3844 / 408.496.6469  

Erin@houndtogs.com 

NO NO YES 

Cheryl Boyer 

Avita Whippets 

650.361.1770  

ccboyer@gmail.com 

NO NO YES 

Libby deMille 

Taliesin Whippets 

taliesinwhippets@aol.com 

NO NO YES 

Martha & Charlotte  Fielder 

Crestfield Hounds 

707.337-7437/916-798-9921 

charlottefielder@me.com 

NO NO YES 

Andrea Meyer 

Santa Rosa, CA  

alynnmyr@gmail.com 

NO NO YES 

Mary Jean & Ed Odron 

Hounds of Majeod  

majeod@aol.com 

NO NO YES 

Sharron Simmons 

Nipomo, CA 

sadewhip@hotmail.com 

NO NO YES 

NCWFA Breeder Listing 

Available pups/adults as of 04/10/17. For more current info, 

please check http: //ncwfa.com/breeders-listing 

(If you have a puppy or adult to place, or if you want your in-

formation listed as a contact, you MUST contact Guin, the 

webmistress, in order to have your listing activated at 

ncwfainfo@gmail.com or 415-260-4916 Your listing will ap-

pear on the Website & in SPEED until you contact Guin to 

change it.) 

The following veterinarians are recommended by 

the members listed as reputable whippet/

sighthound practitioners.  Please use common 

sense when choosing a vet for your whippet. This 

listing herein in no way constitutes any endorse-

ment by the NCWFA. 

 

Dr. Craig Brown, DVM 

Look Ahead Veterinary Clinic 

1451 Clark Road 

Oroville, CA. 95965 

530-534-0722 

Endorser: Libby de Mille    

 

Dr. S. Gary Brown, DVM, 

DACVS 

1618 Washington Blvd. 

Fremont, CA 94539 

510-657-6343 

Specialty: Orthopedics 

Endorsers: Libby de Mille & 

Justine Kay 

 

Dr. Lauren Knoble, DVM & 

Dr. Eleanor Dunn DVM 

Grand Lake Veterinary Clinic 

3331 Grand Avenue. 

Oakland, CA. 94610 

510-350-8538 

Endorsers: Brad Briscoe & 

Susan Moore 

Dr. Nancy Ramsey DVM 

Winters, CA 

530-795-5243 

Specialty: House calls in 

Sacramento, Davis, Fairfield, 

Vacaville area 

Endorser: Sarah Herrick 

Drs. Conner & Thompson 

Camino Real Pet Clinic 

1317 Bayswater Avenue 

Burlingame, CA 94010 

650-344-5711 

Endorser: Judy Benson 

Dr. Richard Keinle, DVM, 

DACVIM 

Mission Valley Veterinary 

Cardiology 

1810 Wayland Lane 

Gilroy, CA 95020 (also 

practices @ BAVS, San 

Leandro, CA /510-483-7387) 

408-842-2899; 

rdkeinle@garlic.com 

Specialty: Cardiology 

Endorsers: Guin Borstel & 

Brad Briscoe 

 

Loomis Basin Veterinary 

Clinic 

3901 Sierra College Blvd. 

Loomis, CA 95650 

916-652-5816 

Specialty: 24 Hour Specialty 

Clinic 

Endorser: Libby deMille 

 

Dr. William St.Lawrence DVM 

Village Square Veterinary 

Hospital 

884 Portola Rd. 

Portola Valley, CA 94028 

650-851-3244 

Endorsers: Guin Borstel & 

Kellee Livingston 

Dr. Lori Siemens, DVM, 

DACVIM 

www.healinghearts.net 

PO Box 1898 

Diamond Springs, CA 95619  

916-254-0399 

Specialty: Cardiology  

Endorser: Delia Zarges 

Blue Ravine Animal Hospital 

421 Blue Ravine Rd. Suite 

300 

Folsom, CA 95630 

916-984-0990 

Fax 916-984-6510 

Endorser: Libby de Mille  

Dr. Joshua Stern DVM, 

DACVIM                        

UC Davis Teaching Hospital 

Assistant Professor Medicine 

& Epidemiology                       

CCAH Room 258, Davis, CA 

95616     530 752 2475; 

jstern@ucdavis.edu                  

Specialty: Cardiology        

Endorsers:  Guin Borstel & 

Kellee Livingston 

 

Do you have a veterinarian 

that you just love?  Ask 

them if they want to be on 

our list.  Itôs great market-

ing for them AND it helps 

your fellow whippet fanci-

ers find a trusted, 

sighthound-savvy practi-

tioner! 

Recommended Veterinarians 

Club News and Notes Pages     Club News and Notes Pages     Club News and Notes Pages        
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Peaches is now Ch. Crestfield Pennies From Heaven SC, 

BCAT!  Peaches started off strong in the show ring, winning 

a five-point major from the 6-9 class under breed authority 

Michael Dougherty. She then swiftly collected most of her 

other points and was in search of that final elusive major.   

She was awarded that final major at the NCWFA Specialty 

show in 2016, under breeder-judge Stacey Davis, with her 

family and friends in attendance, cheering her on! 

Peaches always ran while she was showing and was 

ranked in the Top Twenty in both AKC Coursing and CWA 

Racing & High Combined in 2015.  She lacks just a major 

and a few singles to complete her Dual Ch. 

Peaches will be seen at special shows and running events 

and puppies will be in her future! 

 

Peaches 

Ch. Crestfield Pennies From Heaven 

(Ch. Starlineôs Sovereign ROMX X GCh. Crestfield 

Sheôs Sno Angel) 

Breeder/Owners: Charlotte & Martha Fielder   ð    

Crestfield 
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CLUB NEWS! PHOTOS! FUN WHIPPET STUFF! 

All members that we have a current e-mail address for have 

been signed up for the NEW NCWFA Members Email Group!  

This is a Google Group, open to NCWFA members only.  If you 

are not signed up, please contact Guin Borstel at 

milescross@gmail.com and she can add you. 

Devoted Pet Sitting & Dog Training 

18 years of experience in the breed    Excellent References 

Whippet-sitting in your home 

Health & Grooming  - nails, teeth, ears, and bathing 

Adult & Puppy Training - basic obedience/behavior issues 

- Whippet Transport 

Sarah Herrick (530)844-2824 whippimom@yahoo.com 

www.devotd2pets.com 

 

 

 

Tee-shirts &  Stickers                 

Now pay with PayPal at 

 www.ncwfa.com/

whippetbilia 

 

Pet Sitting by Tina 

Pet Sitting in your home available for select clients. Years of experience 

with Sighthounds, as well as other breeds. Experience with Exotics, large 

animals and other creatures as well.  

Excellent references 

Tina Graham     Coursair Whippets 

Sitehnd@gmail.com 

Text or Call and leave a message at 

(925)285-5457 

East Bay to the City. Outlying areas by prearrange-

ment.  

 

Winterize Your Whippet!  

www.houndtogs.com  

www.etsy.com/shop/HoundTogsAtHome  

Erin Campbell DVM  Santa Clara CA 
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November 5. 2016 

Open WHIPPETS ð(14 Starters) 

1st Miss Bitsy Of Wyndsor  J Balint/K Livingston (4 points) 

2nd Miss Shayla Of Wyndsor  J Balint/K Livingston (2 points) 

3rd Wannago's Frozen In Time R Finger/D Finger (1 points) 

4th CH Tivio's Steel Magnolias  M Odron/E Odron/T Hite

  

5th Hildidan's Magic Zenith SC BCAT  B Moore  

Other Entrants: CH Crestfield Pennies From Heaven SC BCAT    M 

Fielder/C Fielder / Crestfield To The Manor Born SC   M Fielder/C 

Fielder / CH Starline's Deep In The Heart Of Texas SC  E Lucas/S 

Laws  / Wannago's Soren Past Ya SC  R Hinman / CH Lakota's 

Ghouls Just Wanna Have Fun Brown Boulders JC / D Knutson / CH 

Onyxx Bugatti JC CGC  D Zarges / Wirtu's Gnat Be Nimble SC  J 

Milam/K Kelly 

Special WHIPPETS  - (7 Starters) 

1st FC Wannago's Gone With The Wind SC   R Hinman/M 

 Simmons (4 points) 

2nd FC Crestfield Prince Valiant SC   S Arnold/B Arnold

  

3rd FC Wirtu's Without Limits SC BCAT   K Kelly  

4th FC Hildidans Little Snip Of White Magic SC   C Gaiser

  

5th FC Hildidan's Mighty Magic Roarke SC   C Gaiser

  

Other Entrants: GCH DC Crestfield Reigning Monarch SC BCAT   

M Fielder/C Fielder  / DC Morningstar Jomyr Honest Abe SC  T 

Dannenbring 

Open Veteran WHIPPETS  - (5 Starters) 

1st AVITA CINQ A SEPT SC CGC    C Boyer (2 points) 

2nd FC Rosmor Lucy In The Sky SC    J Pulley  

3rd FC Kalista Gambler's Deuces Wild Nigel SC   J Haas

  

4th Avita Apres Moi SC   C Boyer  

5th FC Wirtu's Tenley Allbright MC    K Kelly 

Sunday November 6, 2016 

Open WHIPPETS  - (17 Starters) 

1st Miss Shayla Of Wyndsor    J Balint/K Livingston (5 

 points) 

2nd Tnt's Hermes Swift Foot O'Cali    J Mork (3 points) 

3rd GCH CH Windborn At Your Service SC   E Lucas/L An

 derson (2 points) 

4th Wannago's Frozen In Time SC    R Finger/D Finger

  

5th Miss Bitsy Of Wyndsor   J Balint/K Livingston  

Other Entrants: Dioro Tsunami SC   D Johnson / CH Tivio's Steel 

Magnolias   M Odron/E Odron/T Hite / Rivermyst's Moonstruck JC    

A Meyer / Taliesin Soul Sister  L de Mille / Crestfield To The Manor 

Born SC  M Fielder/C Fielder  / Hildidan's Magic Zenith SC BCAT   

B Moore / CH Starline's Deep In The Heart Of Texas SC  E Lucas/S 

Laws / Wannago's My Sharona SC   M Simmons / Wirtu's Gnat Be 

Nimble SC   J Milam/K Kelly / Wannago's Soren Past Ya SC   R 

Hinman 

Special WHIPPETS  - (10 Starters) 

1st FC Wannago's Ending The Chase SC   M Simmons

 (5 points) 

2nd DC Morningstar Jomyr Honest Abe SC   T Dannenbring

 (1 points) 

3rd GCH DC Crestfield Reigning Monarch SC BCAT   M 

 Fielder/C Fielder  

4th FC Wannago's Untouchable SC  M Simmons  

5th FC Hildidans Little Snip Of White Magic SC   C Gaiser

  

Other Entrants: FC Crestfield Prince Valiant SC  S Arnold/B Ar-

nold / FC Hildidan's Mighty Magic Roarke SC  C Gaiser / FC Wan-

nago's Noneya Biz-Ness SC  M Simmons / FC Wannago's Gone With 

The Wind SC  R Hinman/M Simmons 

Open Veteran WHIPPETS  - (3 Starters) 

1st Milescross Fairy Lights SC  C BORSTEL/G Borstel

 (1 points) 
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By Marrianne Lu 

Divo came to NCWFA Whippet rescue from the Sacramento 

Shelter on February 7 and is currently in a foster home with 

three other Whippets. He is a 9 year old blue-brindle, and alt-

hough fairly skinny (even for a whippet!), heôs a good eater and 

especially enjoys beef liver treats and bully sticks. Divo loves 

sunbathing in the yard and amuses himself or plays with the 3 

active canine brothers he lives with. He is an expert fly catcher 

and squirrel spotter! Divo is excep-

tionally friendly with dogs of differ-

ent sizes and breeds, and is gentle and 

tolerant with cats. Divo has not met a 

human he doesnôt like ï kids and 

adults alike become his new best 

friends after he meets them. He loves 

short neighborhood walks and is great 

riding in a car for longer trips. Divo 

is calm, happy, and well-mannered in 

everyday situations ï dining at dog 

friendly restaurants, going to work 

with his foster mom, making vet of-

fice visits, hanging out at parks, 

checking out hiking trails, attending 

house parties, walking in busy neigh-

borhood streets, and more. Divo is 

loving and wants attention and makes 

an amazing couch potato and loyal 

companion. 

Divoôs big heart and lovely disposition 

more than makes up for his physical limitations. Divo has had 

chronic arthritis in multiple joints for most of his life; his left 

rear knee has fused and he walks on 3 legs. Due to his leg issues, 

Divo cannot  go up or down more than a few stairs. 

The great news is that Divo does not seem to be in pain, and  

chiropractic and acupuncture sessions have been able to help  

 

 

 

him stay supple and retain more flexibility in his joints. Divo 

also has a heart murmur that has been diagnosed by a cardiolo-

gist as moderate mitral valve disease; he is not on heart medica-

tion currently. Any steroids he might be prescribed  in the fu-

ture should carefully be considered to not put additional strain 

on his heart. Divo will need periodic monitoring on his heart to 

detect changes, if any, with his heart function.  

Divo does not let 

anything stop him 

from having fun; 

he is always the 

first one to get 

ready for a walk, 

plays with toys 

(actually he de-

stuffs them), and 

rearranges plants / 

digs in the yard 

faster than the 

able-bodied Whip-

pets in his house-

hold! 

Divoôs dream fam-

ily l ives in a one-story house with a flat entry to the home and 

flat exit to a well fenced yard. Divo would do great as the only 

dog in the family, but would love at least one 

canine buddy similar to his level of activity and 

endurance level. Divo loves to spend time with 

his humans and would like someone either 

home a fair amount of time, or a full-time 

working family with a flexible / rotating work 

schedule where heôs not alone more than 6 hours 

a day. Divo is a special needs dog and requires a 

family that is understanding of his physical 

limitations and is willing provide him a com-

fortable, pain-free life. 

Do you have room in your life for a low-key, 

loving, and 

devoted Whip-

pet compan-

ion?  If so, 

Divo is wait-

ing to meet 

YOU! 

DIVO is in his 

new home on a 

trial basis as of 

4/9/17!  
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By Lynne Armstrong 

Nosework has been unlike almost any other activity 

I've done with my dogs.  Unlike, say obedience or 

agility, where the human directs the activity and 

the dog follows in nosework, the human is blind 

(i.e., doesn't know where the odor is hidden) so the 

dog basically directs this activity while the human 

follows.  It has shown me a new kind of partner-

ship with my dog.   

Nosework can be a game at home, but there also are 

opportunities for competition. The dog supplies the 

nose, and you supply the training, the memory of 

places searched and leash-handling skills. You can 

start nosework training at home, but it's really bet-

ter to learn from a seasoned nosework instructor so 

you don't develop habits that confuse (or worse - 

bore) your dog/partner. The idea is that there are 

specified odors hidden (in a room, a car, a series of 

boxes or an outdoor area) and your dog has to find 

them and let you know where they are. Any dog can 

do this sport. 

Basically there are 3 "target" odors in organized 

nosework trials: birch; anise and clove. These odors 

are sold in the form of oils, that you can use to sat 

 

 

 

urate a Q-tip and hide for your dog to find. Usual-

ly, at the beginning, (and at times throughout 

training) a bit of very desirable food is placed with 

the odor so that the dog learns what he or she is 

searching for. Eventually, the dog generalizes with-

out the paired food to exhibit an 

"alert" behavior whenever a target 

odor is  found. Many dogs, but not 

all, alert by a nose touch to the odor, 

and a head turn towards you.  (Note: 

secure the Q-tip with tape or in a 

ventilated container so the dog 

doesn't eat it.) 

You can feed/reward your dog for 

this behavior at all times, even dur-

ing trials. Different trainers use dif-

ferent methods to get the dogs excited 

about searching for the target odors, 

but the basic idea is to make it fun. 

If you want to start by yourself or 

with friends, gather up 6-8 containers...cardboard 

boxes are good.  Scatter them around an area like a 

garage or backyard.  Hide a bit of hot dog and an 

odor soaked q-tip (if you have one....you can start 

just searching for the food) in one box.  Leash up 

your dog (use a harness and a 6-foot leash. No flex-

is) and give a search command (like "find it" or 

"search") and encourage the dog to check the boxes.  

The boxes can be open, for easy searching, at first.  

When the dog finds the hot dog (and odor) get ex-

cited and give him an even better reward.   

There are more new nosework organizations every 
day, but the National Association of Canine Scent 

Work (NACSW) was the first. You can check the 
rules, find trials and certified instructors on the 
NACSW web site. http://nacsw.net/home/. Another 
fun group is Sniffing Dog Sports (SDS) at 
www.sniffingdogsports.com. They have similar 

rules, but changed up enough to be a fun addition 
to the nosework world. I understand the United 

http://nacsw.net/home/
file:///C:/Users/Sandy%20Place/Downloads/www.sniffingdogsports.com

