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NCWFA OFFICERS /BOD/Committee Heads 2014 

President Brad Briscoe                       510-339-7427 

                                       briscoebrad@msn.com 

VP Debby Knutson                         415-497-0061 

                            deborah_knutson@msn.com 

2nd VP Mary Jean Odron                209-931-4682

                  

               majeod@aol.com 

Treasurer Kellee Livingston                         650-368-3145 

                         kellee@thebalancedanimal.com 

Secretary Guin Borstel                        415-826-8853 

                   milescross@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS 

Russell Kunkel                      russellkunkelca@gmail.com 

Marrianne Lu                        marrianne_lu@yahoo.com 

Todd Wilhoyte                                     wilhoyte@aol.com 

Ed Odron                                      eodron@aol.com 

Jean Balint                jean_vince@att.net 

COMMITTEES 

Coursing Russell Kunkel                   510-792-4465

                       russellkunkelca@gmail.com 

Show Mary Jean Odron                209-931-4682

               majeod@aol.com 

Membership  Guin Borstel                415 -826 -8853      

      milescross@gmail.com 

Racing Jean Balint                          707-425-3314

                                     jean_vince@att.net 

Rescue Guin Borstel                   415-826-8853   

 Kellee Livingston               650-368-3145                    

                       ncwfarescue@sbcglobal.net 

SPEED  Guin Borstel     milescross@gmail.com 

Trophies  Mary Jean Odron               209-931-4682   

                                      majeod@aol.com 

Website Guin Borstel                      415-826-8853               

       ncwfainfo@gmail.com 

Whippetbilia  Marrianne Lu                   510-813-0409         

                        marrianne_lu@yahoo.com     

RATES FOR SUBSCRIPTION AND ADVERTISING 

One Year Subscription     $15.00          Cover Ad   $50.00 

Full–Page Ad                    $35.00           Classified Ad                $1.00 per line 
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“All the news that’s fit to print…and then some!” 

It has been a busy spring for the NCWFA Team, 

and Rover has several more new champions to re-

port. 

The big SCWA/Western Hound Association week-

end in Silverado was a successful one with two new 

champions and a great start for two more NCWFA 

hounds. 

Ever-adorable 

Sage (Kellee 

Livingston) 

completed her 

show champi-

onship at the 

morning 

SCWA special-

ty show, with 

WB and an AOM. Way to go Sage! 

Handsome Cache (Julie Nunes) was awarded WD 

and BOW at 

the same show 

for his first 

major.  Great 

going Cache, 

bringing home 

an NCWFA 

sweep in the 

classes at this 

big show. 

At the afternoon SCWA specialty, Desi (Angie Ha-

gen & Denise Sheiffer) completed his show title 

with a major.  Now Desi can start his running ca-

reer, which Rover knows will be more fun for him 

than showing! 

Also at the afternoon show, cute baby Skye 

(Sharron Simmons) won Best in Sweepstakes at her 

very first show.  Skye swept the sweeps, taking Best 

the next day at the Western Hound Association 

too! 

At our local Oakland KC in Vallejo in March, 

Sweetie (Mary Jean and Ed Odron) completed her 

championship with a bang, getting Best of Winners!  

Sweetie was awarded two AOMs at the SCWA/

Hound Shows two weeks later.  Tyler (Angie Ha-

gen) was awarded WD for another two points, also 

at the Oakand KC! 

Beautiful redhead Baillie (Debby Knutson) was 

awarded a major select towards her Grand Champi-

onship at this same show! 

Our other resident crazy redhead, Tally (Justine 

Kay), completed her show title in April.  And two 

BOBs as a special, 

already! Way to go 

Tally! 

Our final spring 

NCWFA show 

champion is Lou 

(Alisa McCauley & 

Lorrie Thomas) who got his last point at Woodland 

in May.  Good going Lou! 

On the running front, Louis (Susan & Bruce Arnold) 

won Best in Field in ASFA coursing in March, put-

ting him even closer to his coursing title.  Missy 

(Jan Waldrop and Charlotte Fielder) also picked up 

more ASFA points in March.  These littermates are 

hot on the trail of their Field Championships! 

Rover is sad to bid a fond farewell to two venerable 

NCWFA whippets; sisters Mysty (Delia Zarges) and 

Panda (loved by Justine Kay) passed away within 

weeks of each other this spring at fifteen and half 

years young.   

Crestfield is hearing the pitter-patter of little pup-

py paws and is proud to announce an exciting litter 

of seven, born in March, out of Angie (Charlotte 

and Martha Fielder), sired by that top stud dog 

Ashton; Ch. Starline’s Sovereign ROMX.   

Rover is nosy, but she sometimes misses things.  Be 

sure to send your news and brags to Rover @: 

milescross@gmail.com. 
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 Members Present:  Guin Borstel, Brad Bris-

coe, Libby deMille, Charlotte Fielder, Martha 

Fielder,  Jen Haas, Angie Hagen, Justine Kay, 

Debby Knutson, Kellee Livingston, Robert 

Lattuga, Marrianne Lu, Alisa McCauley, Ed 

Odron, Mary Jean Odron, Rick Ragan, Kim 

Robinson, Lorrie Thomas. 

Applicant Present: Becky Coulter. 

Guests Present: Sue Goodnough, Darcy 

Hopkins, David Kay, Lori Wilson, London 

Worden.   

The meeting was called to order at 2:02 PM 

by President Brad Briscoe. The minutes of the 

last meeting were accepted as published in the 

latest issue of SPEED. 

Officer's Reports: 

President's Report: Brad previewed our up-

coming discussion about lure coursing at this 

meeting and told about Russell's new promo-

tion and his and Emily's new addition due 

right after coursing in June.  We will be look-

ing for new voluntters to coordinate coursing 

in the future.  

Secretary's Report: No report. 

Treasurer's Report: Kellee reported that we 

have approximately 21 thousand dollars in the 

bank account.   

Committee Reports: 

Events: Mary Jean reported that our Sweep-

stakes are approved, but our Specialty is still 

pending approval, most likely due to  Del Val-

le not submitting their slate yet.   

Racing: Kellee reminded all of our upcoming 

race practice on Sunday, May 4th.  The lunch 

theme is Mexican.   She also reminded all of 

our upcoming race meet weekend, which is 

May 31-June 1 at Solano College in Fairfield. 

Whippetbilia: No report 

Membership: Guin presented the Associate 

application of Becky Coulter. The applicant 

was accepted into membership unanimously 

by the members present. 

Lure Coursing:  Brad reported via Russell 

that the field has been rented for our June 

trials. The dates of the trials are June 21-22nd 

and it will once again be held in Dixon at  

Jacobs school.  Russell is currently working 

on judges and is hoping to secure two local 

judges and one out-of-town judge, as this has 

worked well for us in the past. Russell is very 

busy with family and more work responsibili-

ties and is stepping back from his coordination 

duties, so we will be looking for a new trial 

secretary going forward. Perhaps the job 

could be split up, with once person for the 

summer trials and one for the fall ones. Jen 

Haas will be apprenticing under Russell this 

June and learning the ropes.  Jen, Charlotte 

Fielder, and Kim Robinson volunteered to 

perhaps take over Trial Secretary duties.   

Russell has asked that the Club appoint a Hos-

pitality coordinator for the lunches at the June 

trials.  Debby Knutson volunteered to fill this 

position.  Discussion ensued regarding en-

couraging more entries by reducing our entry 

fees for second and third entries by the same 

individual.  A motion was made by Brad to 

change the entry fee structure to 20 dollars for 

the first entry, with every entry after two 

being $15.00.  The motion was seconded by 

Jen Haas.  Discussion ensued.  The member-

ship present voted and the motion did not 

carry. Brad reported that the new take-up reel 

is splitting at its base. Rick Ragan is working 

on flanges to fix it. Robert Lattuga volun-

teered to make a new take-up reel if it cannot 

be fixed.  

Rescue:  Guin reported that Redding is not 

our favorite California city right now.  Just 

upon dealing with the Rescue drama caused by 

one crazy whippet "breeder" in Redding, we 

now have another guy up there with a litter he 

can't dispose of who is making moves towards 

rescue for the pups.  Guin says stay tuned for 

this developing situation. 

Old Business:  Ed reminded all that he is 

taking orders for Logo Items with a deadline 

of July 1st for all orders. Items will be deliv-

ered at the Specialty.  All information on 

items, pricing, and how to order are in 

SPEED. 

New Business:  A suggestion was made by 

Debby Knutson to reduce the times the news-

letter is published to four times yearly, mak-

ing it a quarterly.   Discussion ensued on this 

subject and the idea was tabled, as the mem-

bership present (and the newsletter editor) felt 

that going quarterly had no benefit to the club 

and could possibly be detrimental to the flow 

of information.   The next meeting was sched-

uled for Saturday, May 17th, here in Vallejo 

with the Coyote Hills dog show. 

Brags ensued and the hat was passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:37 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Guin Borstel 

______________________________________ 

Meeting minutes for the May 17th meeting 

will appear in the next issue of SPEED. 

General Membership      

Meeting, 3/23/2014 

Vallejo, CA 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

 

Associate Membership applications 

have been received from: 

1)  Bethi Carver & JR Gibb 

 Bethel Island, CA. 

 Sponsors: Erin Campbell & 

 Tina Graham 

2)         Denise Sisneros 

 Elk Grove, CA. 

 Sponsors: Guin Borstel & 

 Brad Briscoe 

These memberships will be voted 

on at the 6/8 meeting. 
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NCWFA Member Puppies? Adults? Information? 

Guin Borstel 

Milescross    

milescross@aol.com 

NO NO YES 

Brad Briscoe & Denise Stokowski 

Lakota Whippets 

510.339.7427 

briscoebrad@msn.com 

NO NO YES 

Erin Campbell 

Kimera Whippets 

408.248.3844 / 408.496.6469  

Erin@kimerawhippets.com 

NO YES (year-old 

male) 

YES 

Cheryl Boyer 

Avita Whippets 

650.361.1770  

cboyer@stanfordalumni.org 

NO NO YES 

Libby deMille 

Taliesin Whippets 

taliesinwhippets@aol.com 

NO NO YES 

Martha Fielder 

Crestfield Hounds 

707.252.1404 

cfhounds@aol.com 

YES (males 

only) 

NO YES 

Frank Herald 

WhippetShire 

530.367.3088  

voyagers@sebastiancorp.net 

NO NO YES 

Andrea Meyer 

Santa Rosa, CA  

alynnmyr@gmail.com 

NO NO YES 

Mary Jean & Ed Odron 

Hounds of Majeod  

majeod@aol.com 

NO NO YES 

Sharron Simmons 

Nipomo, CA 

sadewhip@hotmail.com 

NO NO YES 

NCWFA Breeder Listing 

Available pups/adults as of 5/14/14. For more current info, 

please check http://ncwfa.com/breeders-lisitng 

(If you have a puppy or adult to place, or if you want your information listed as a contact, you MUST contact Paula, the 

webmistress, in order to have your listing activated at webmaster@ncwfa.com or 650-355-0544. Your listing will appear 

on the Website & in SPEED until you contact Paula to change it.) 

The following veterinarians are 

recommended by the members 

listed as reputable whippet/

sighthound practitioners.  Please 

use common sense when choosing 

a vet for your whippet. This 

listing herein in no way consti-

tutes any endorsement by the 

NCWFA. 

Dr. Jean Metzler 

Orangevale Veterinary 

Hospital 

6248 Main Ave., Suite D 

Orangevale, CA 95662 

916-987-2055 

Specialty: Reproductive 

Endorser:  Donna Wil-

hoyte 

 

Dr. Craig Brown, DVM 

Look Ahead Veterinary 

Clinic 

1451 Clark Road 

Oroville, CA. 95965 

530-534-0722 

Endorser: Libby de Mille 

 

Dr. S. Gary Brown 

Diplomate American 

College of Veterinary 

Surgeons 

1618 Washington Blvd. 

Fremont, CA 94539 

510-657-6343 

Endorsers: Libby de 

Mille & Justine Kay 

 

Dr. Lauren Knoble, DVM 

& Dr. Eleanor Dunn 

DVM 

Grand Lake Veterinary 

Clinic 

3331 Grand Avenue. 

Oakland, CA. 94610 

510-350-8538 

Endorser's Brad Briscoe 

& Susan Moore 

 

Dr. Nancy Ramsey DVM 

Winters, CA 

530-795-5243 

Specialty: House calls in 

Sacramento, Davis, Fair-

field, Vacaville area 

Endorser: Sarah Herrick 

 

Dr. Richard Keinle, 

DVM, DACVM 

Mission Valley Veterinary 

Cardiology 

1810 Wayland Lane 

Gilroy, CA 95020 (also 

practices @ BAVS, San 

Leandro, CA /510-483-

7387) 

408-842-6080 

Specialty: Cardiology 

Endorsers: Guin Borstel 

& Brad Briscoe 

 

Drs. Conner & Thomp-

son 

Camino Real Pet Clinic 

1317 Bayswater Avenue 

Burlingame, CA 94010 

650-344-5711 

Endorser: Judy Benson 

 

Loomis Basin Veterinary 

Clinic 

3901 Sierra College Blvd. 

Loomis, CA 95650 

916-652-5816 

Specialty: 24 Hour Spe-

cialty Clinic 

Endorser: Libby deMille 

 

Dr. William St.Lawrence 

DVM 

Village Square Veterinary 

Hospital 

884 Portola Rd. 

Portola Valley, CA 94028 

650-851-3244 

Endorsers: Guin Borstel 

& Kellee Livingston 

 

Dr. Lori Siemens, DVM, 

DACVM 

www.healinghearts.net 

PO Box 1898 

Diamond Springs, CA 

95619  

916-254-0399 

Specialty: Cardiology  

Endorser: Delia Zarges 

 

Blue Ravine Animal 

Hospital 

421 Blue Ravine Rd. Suite 

300 

Folsom, CA 95630 

916-984-0990 

Fax 916-984-6510 

Endorser: Libby de Mille  

 

Do you have a 

veterinarian that 

you just love?  

Ask them if they 

want to be on 

our list.  It’s 

great marketing 

for them AND it 

helps your fel-

low whippet fan-

ciers find a 

trusted, 

sighthound-

savvy practition-

er! 

Recommended Veterinarians 

Club News and Notes Pages     Club News and Notes Pages     Club News and Notes Pages        

http://www.blueravineanimalhospital.com/
http://www.blueravineanimalhospital.com/
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It’s vacation season again, and a good time to re-
visit the Whippet Sitting Exchange.  The WSE came 
about because my husband and I had a whippet 
and a greyhound who were terrible travelers.  
They 
were 
restless, 
nervous, 
and 
some-
times 
even car 
sick.  
We real-
ized that 
as much 
as we 
liked 
having 
them 
with us, 
they were happier staying home. 

 

We figured that we weren’t the only ones in that 
situation and thought maybe we could share dog 
sitting with other whippet owners.  Here’s how it 
works: 

 

When you sign up to be a part of the Whippet 
Sitting Exchange, I’ll collect pertinent information 
(where you live, how many whippets, special 
needs of your dogs, etc.).  I keep a registry and 
when you  need  someone to care for your dog 
while you’re away, just contact me and I’ll give 
you names of members who are in your general 
area.  

You contact those on the list and, hopefully find 
someone who can help you.  In return you may be 
called to dog sit for another member sometime.  It 
may or may not be the same person who helped 
you. 

 

Through the WSE my family has established a dog 
sitting friendship with whippet owners in Folsom 

and in San Francisco and we call on each other 
when we’re planning a vacation.  Our dogs have 
gotten to know each other, and they have a little 
vacation themselves when they go to stay with 

our dog sitting friends.  It’s a 
great arrangement! 

 

If you’d like to join this 
group, please send me an 
email with your contact in-
formation, either phone, 
email, or both, and I’ll get in 
touch with you. 

Safe travels! 

 

Sue DeHart 

ǘŘŜƘŀǊǘϪǇŀŎōŜƭƭΦƴŜǘ 

-ÁÙ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ "ÏÙ :ÉÐÐÅÒ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÁÔ ÒÁÃÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ 

×ÉÔÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÃÁËÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 



7  

 

 

Sign up to join the NCWFA E-List and you will  be 

signed on to up-to-the-minute discussions of Club 

business, rescue news, fun happenings, brags, links 

to interesting sites, info on legislation, news that 

affects you as a whippet owner, tips, and helpful 

hints too. Members, to sign up, contact site admin-

istrator Paula at paula@paularickert.net with your 

e-mail address. 

“Special Dogs Deserve Special Care” 

12 years of experience in the breed 

Excellent References 

Whippet-sitting in my home or yours 

Health & Grooming  

- nails, teeth, ears, and bathing 

Adult & Puppy Training  

- basic obedience/behavior issues 

- Whippet Transport 

Sarah Herrick (530)844-2824 whippimom@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Tee-shirts &  Stickers                 Now pay with PayPal at 

 www.ncwfa.com/whippetbilia 
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We 

will 

have 

the 

fol-

lowing items available for special order, 

all with the “classic” embroidered club 

logo on them.  Prices are TBD,  based on 

the total number ordered, but should be 

close to the prices for the last order, 

which are shown in parenthesis after 

the item description. 

Baseball hats- khaki or navy - ($18)  

T-shirts - navy, royal blue or grey  

S,M,L,XL,2XL, 3XL  

($18- add $2 for 2xL or 3xL ) 

Sweatshirts - Hanes premium 10 oz. 

90/10 blend - navy, royal blue, grey  

S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3 XL  

($29.70 - add $2 for 2XL or 3XL ) 

Vests - Port Authority fleece - navy or 

heather grey  

 

Men's S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3 XL  

Women's S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL  

($34.25 - add $2 for 2XL or 3XL ) 

Deadline for this order: July 1st.  

If you need a larger size than listed, 

contact me about this.  

All I need is your order. You can pay 

for the item when you pick it up at the 

Specialty in October.  

PLEASE SEND YOUR ORDER TO ME 

AT Eodron@aol.com  

Ed  

DO YOU HAVE A SUGGESTION FOR A SPECIALTY JUDGE OR SWEEPSTAKES JUDGE FOR THE 2015 

NCWFA SPECIALTY SHOW? IF SO, PLEASE EMAIL YOUR SUGGESTIONS TO JUDGES COMMITTEE 

CHAIR MARY JEAN ODRON AT a!W9h5Ϫ!h[Φ/ha.  WE WILL BE VOTING FOR OUR SWEEP-

STAKES JUDGE FOR 2015 AT THE SEPTEMBER MEETING. 
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May 31st  & June 1st 2014 

CWA Racing at Solano Community College 

NCWFA invites everyone to join us for a lot of fun and relaxation. 

Location:  Solano Community College 

  4000 Suisun Valley Rd 

  Fairfield, CA 94534 

  

Registration:   All hounds must be registered with the appropriate organizations prior to the race meet. To register your hound, submit 

the registration form along with a copy of the AKC/CKC registration papers and $3.00 registration fee to the appropriate organization. 

The registration form can be found at ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭǿƘƛǇǇŜǘŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΦŎƻƳκ/²!ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦǇŘŦΦ 

Conformation judges will be:  Saturday: Pat Mills  &  Sunday: Andrea Meyer 

CWA:         4 programs, 200 yards. Puppies 3 programs 150 yards. 

Sprinter:      4 programs, 200 yards. Puppies 3 programs 150 yards.  For NCWFA members whose dogs aren’t CWA qualified. 

Inspection and Measuring:  All dogs will be inspected for lameness; additionally, all bitches will be inspected for “in season”. All CWA 

whippets will be measured.  Check In: 8:00am, no check ins after 8:30  Draw: At the conclusion of check in.  Racing will begin thereafter. 

Entry Fees:  Pre-Entries  $12 for first entry, $10 for each additional entry same owner, to a maximum of $45.  Veterans and Puppies: $6 

each entry.  Pre-entries close on Wednesday, 28th Midnight.  Late and Day-of-Meet Entries $15 each with no discount available.  Send 

entries to Kellee Livingston  Email:  ƪŜƭƭŜŜϪǘƘŜōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘŀƴƛƳŀƭΦŎƻƳ  If you enter and are unable to make it, please call me on my cell 

phone (831-207-7900). 

Local Competitors please bring a potluck dish for the lunch table.  Lunch Theme Saturday: BBQ Hot Dogs & Lunch Theme Sunday: Mexi-

can 

Practice Runs:  Practice runs are limited to time available; priority will be given to puppies and dogs needing qualifying. Sign up at the 

scoreboard.  NCWFA Members:   No charge. Non-members:  $2.00 per dog per run. 

Directions:  To Solano Collage from Sacramento:  Take 80 West to Exit Suisun Valley Road.  Veer Right on to Suisun Valley Road.  The 

college is on the right approximately one mile.  Go right at the far entrance.  From San Francisco: Take 80 East to Exit Suisun Valley 

Road.  Go Left on to Suisun Valley Road.  The college is on the right approximately one and a half miles.  Go right at the far entrance. 
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This is Levin’s first cover, but not his first 
SPEED feature.  Levin’s story was partially 
told in the July 2001 issue of Speed, in 
which Guin wrote about a harrowing rescue 
that took place in Merced, where a hoarder 
was keeping well over 100 dogs – many of 
who were whippets – in nightmarish condi-
tions.  

Levin was one of the whippets saved 
on that day. His rescue number was 
11 – hence the name Levin.  He was 
about two years old at the time, and 
blind.  Levin had apparently lived 
outside, confined to a pen with other 
dogs, fighting for food and whatever 
else dogs fight over, which is one 
reason his beautiful face was cov-
ered with battle scars.   

Ultimately, Levin ended up being 
cared for, rehabilitated, and loved by 
Patricia Shiner of All Breed Rescue 
in Yucaipa.  Patricia told me she 
taught Levin to walk upright and 
with confidence (because he was 
blind, he had apparently been sur-
viving by slinking around the pen 
on his belly) and she witnessed his 
learning how to run.  

Eventually, Patricia entrusted Levin to a 
woman who lived in Lake Tahoe.  On his 
first night home, Levin escaped the yard and 
was loose – blind – on the streets of Tahoe, 
an entirely unfamiliar area.  His escape made 
the local paper.  Luckily (and against all 
odds), his guardian angels returned him 
home safely, and Levin lived happily in Lake 
Tahoe with a Labrador buddy for six years – 
until his owner was told by a human-baby 
adoption agency that they would not place a 
baby with her unless she agreed to re-home 
her quiet, gentle blind dog, whom they un-
fairly deemed to be a safety risk to an infant.  

With a heavy heart, Levin’s owner returned 
him to Patricia, who had decided Levin 
would stay with her unless another suitable 
home could be found for a now 8/9-year-old, 
quirky, blind whippet.   

I spotted Levin’s profile on the All Breed 
Rescue website shortly after we lost our 
super rescue Bunny.  Bunny was also a spe-
cial-needs rescue, so Rob and I decided to 
adopt another special-needs dog in her hon-
or.  Patricia grilled the heck out of us before 
deciding we could come by to meet Levin. 
Once she gave us the green light to “visit”, 
Rob and I headed to Yucaipa with our 
young whippet Koda.  

My first memory of Levin is seeing him leap 
out of the back of an SUV with the rest of 
Patricia’s pack.  It was impossible to tell he  

 

was blind – until he walked head first into a 
gate!  

That was Levin – always walking head first 
into something without missing a beat – 
never fearful or cowed by anything new or 
different.  Although we later learned Levin 
was not particularly fond of strangers, he 
came with us immediately and we never 

looked back. 

Levin’s favorite room in our house was my 
home office – a.k.a the “mommy room.” He 
would regularly stop by to poke his head 
though the open armrest on my office chair, 
presumably to see if I was sitting in it. His 
second favorite room was the laundry room.  
To this day, we have no clue why.  On those 
occasions when we inadvertently left the 
laundry-room door open, Levin would enter 
and invariably end up nosing the door 
closed behind him, thus stranding himself in 
the laundry room until we noticed he was 
missing. (He never barked – not once – so it 
was up to us to find him, wherever he might 
be.)   

Levin was a goofy, loveable, character.  One 
of his most endearing traits was the way in 
which he reacted to a treat.  The smell of a 
treat made his ears perk up and his nose 
would sniff incessantly.  The smell of a treat 
was also enough to wake Levin from a deep 
slumber, so I often put a treat under his 
nose while he was sleeping, simply to rouse 
him.  I liked to think he was dreaming of the 
treat as he slowly awakened, only to find 
that dreams really do come true!  

Levin was ours for seven years.  About 1 ½ 
years ago, a supposedly benign fatty lump 
on his leg turned red and seemed to grow 
overnight.  This was very odd.  We had 
noticed that lump about two years earlier, 

but were told by three doctors (including a 
dermatologist Levin saw regularly for the 
removal of other lumps) and two vets who 
had done needle aspirates, that this just a 
fatty “old man” lump.  One of those same 
vets subsequently examined the now red, 
enlarged lump and told us it was cancer.  A 
week later, the diagnosis was confirmed by 
U.C. Davis. The purpose of telling this part 
of Levin’s story is to caution everyone to 
consider removing that which does not be-
long on your dogs, even when told it is not 
necessary to do so.   My big regret was de-
ciding to let that fatty lump remain on his 

body.  

To make a long story short, after 
consultation with U.C. Davis and 
another specialist, we were told 
that, as a result of his kidney is-
sues, Levin would likely die under 
anesthesia, so surgery was not an 
option.  Chemotherapy ended up 
aggravating the lump, leading to 
an infection that we were told 
signaled “the end.”   The special-
ist recommended we stop chemo-
therapy and sent us home to 
“keep him comfortable” for what-
ever little time he had left. 

Levin, however, did not realize he 
had an expiration date.  With the 
help of a wonderful holistic vet 

and my own research, we treated the cancer 
largely holistically for well over a year and a 
half.  For the vast majority of that time, 
Levin did not even realize he had a lump – 
his life was the same.  During this time, his 
compromised kidneys also stabilized.  It was 
as though he had resurrected himself 
(something Levin did time and again).   

Through everything, Levin remained as 
tough as nails and as sweet as sugar –  a 
good, loyal, goofy, brave dog with a huge 
heart, who overcame more than his fair 
share of road blocks with grace, dignity, 
loyalty, and affection.  We expected him to 
live forever.  Sadly though, cancer and old 
age finally caught up with Levin.  As this 
issue of SPEED was nearing its print date, 
Rob and I had to make the difficult decision 
to send him to the Bridge.  The last thing I 
ever expected to have to do was to have a 
hand in stilling his brave heart, but, typical 
Levin, he was not about to quit fighting.  
This time though, we knew he couldn’t win 
his battle.  

When Levin arrived at the Bridge, he was 
greeted by Patricia, his first real mommy 
and his savior in 2001 and again in 2007.  
Until we meet again, I take comfort know-
ing that he is, once again, in very good 
hands.  

 

Dina Micheletti 
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NCWFA AKC LURE TRIALS & JC/QC TESTS  

JUNE 21 -22, 2014  

 

HELD AT JACOBS MIDDLE SCHOOL, DIXON, CA  

PREMIUM LIST SOON AT WWW.NCWFA.COM  

WHIPPETS JUDGES ARE JAYME JONES (SAT) & SUE SMITH  (SUN)  

POTLUCK LUNCH EACH DAY  

PRACTICE AS TIME ALLOWS BETWEEN STAKES/AT LUNCH  

 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT RUSSELL KUNKEL AT  

RUSSELLKUNKELCA@GMAIL.COM  
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NCWFA  NEWSLETTER 

GUIN BORSTEL, EDITOR 

4745 25th  STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94114 

 

 

 

 

§ Pull-out 2014 Membership List! 

§ CWA Race Weekend Invite! 

§ The Whippet-Sitting Exchange! 

§ June AKC Lure Coursing Weekend! 

§ Logo Items Return! 

§ A Special Cover Dog! 

§ Updated Vet/breeder list, meeting 

minutes, marketplace & lots o’ fun 

photos in full color!!!! 

 

 

The next NCWFA meeting will be held in 

conjunction with the Contra Costa KC on 

Sunday, June 8th at the “Woofstock” Clus-

ter at the Solano County Fairgrounds in 

Vallejo.  Time and exact location TBA. 

 


